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GOVERNMENT OF JAMIVIU AND KASHMIR
DIRECTCIRATE OF ANIMAL HUSBANDRY DEPARTMENT. JAMMU

FEEDING OF DAIRY ANIMALS

Feeding is an important aspect of dairying as it accounts for around 70% of total
cost of milk production. Different types of dietary feed ingredients for dairy cows and
buffaloes include concentrates such as compound cattle feed, oil cakes, grains and grain
byproducts like brans and chunnies; cultivated green fodders and grasses; crop residues like
straws and stovers. A normal adult animal should be fed 6 Kg dry and 15-20 Kg green fodder
per day with legume and non-legume green fodder in 1.3 proportions. Green fodder
harvested atSAo/o flowering stage should be given chopped. Surplus green fodder should be
conserved tn the form of 'hay' or 'silage'. Conserved fodder becomes useful during summers
or when green fodder is scarce.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

1.

2.
3.
4.
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6.

For body maintenance and higher efficiency of milk production, 'compound cattie feed'
should also be given.
Minerals are essential for all metabolic functions of the body; animals ration should be
supplemented with area specific mineral mixture.
Various feed ingredients including the additives, should be mixed thoroughly to make
'Sani' or total mixed ration (TMR). lt would be more appropriate to feed this ration in 3-4
equally divided parts in a day. This would reduce spoilage and increase the digestibility.
Fodder should be chaffed before feeding, to avoid wastage and increase digestibility.
Animals fed only on dry fodder may be provided Urea Molasses Mineral Biock as a
supplernent to the diet, depending upon its availability.
Changing frorn one feed to another should not be sudden but in a gradual manner.
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MANAGING HEAT $TRESS IN CATTLE

Heat stress on animals leads to productivity loss on account of rise in body
temperature, reduced feed intake, sweating, panting, increased pul*e rate, increased
peripheral blood flow, reduced growth hormones, high mortality, increased water intake,
reduced milk production & reduced breeding efficiency.

G

ENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

Ensure adequate water availability to animals. A healthy normal cow needs about 100 liters
of water to manage heat.
Drinking water should be provided under shade to ensure cooling by evaporation.

The animats should be kept in shade. lf trees are not available thatched roof of a nrinimum
height of I feet should be constructed. 20% per-forated Agri-nets could also be used.
Thatched wall / Wet gunny cloth may be used to create barriers against hot wind in animal
sheds but air circulation in covered sheds should always be maintained"
Misting of water over the body of animals at least thrice in an hour is usefui. Auto sprinklers
with mini pumps and cyclic timers should be preferred.

Feed the animals during rnorning, evening & night time and prefer grazing during early
morning & evening hours.
Ration to be changed so as to provide same nutrients at reduced dry matter intake and prefer
potassium rich mineral mixture.

$have the hairy coat of the animals (remove hair).
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